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SummerStage is certainly growing in 
popularity.  Our 2011 season ended 
in a large increase in attendance.  Our 
average attendance per performance 
more than doubled and we had 
record crowds for both musical and 
drama events. 

Plays
Our season started with Suitcase 
Shakespeare and their hilarious 
adaptation of “Taming of the Shrew” 
by William Shakespeare.  They 
bring classic stories to life through 
uniquely condensed adaptations 
and vivid storytelling featuring 
maskwork, puppetry, live music, 
physical comedy, acrobatics and 
stage combat.  Suitcase Shakespeare 
will return again next season for 
another adaptation.  They will also 
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hold a youth workshop at the stage 
on Saturday afternoon which will be 
sponsored in part by  Arts Waukesha.

“Our Town” by Thornton Wilder, a 
Wisconsin native, directed by Diane 
Powell was performed at the stage 
on the weekends of July 15th and 
22nd.  
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by Ed Sarna, was performed on the 
weekends of August 19th and 26th.  
We had our largest attended run and 
largest one night crowd for a play.

Music Events
We had some great musical events, 
including are ever popular “Evening 
of Irish Music and Dance” featuring 
the bands Rira and Ceol Cairde and 

Four Guys in Dinner Jackets

www.Summer-Stage.org

What a Great 2011 Season!
Are we still the best kept secret in southeastern Wisconsin?

During it’s fi fth season the SummerStage venue is continuing to grow, attracting more patrons, 
and becoming more widely known. 
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Suitcase Shakespeare

the Cashel -Dennehy Dancers. 

For the fi rst time we had the 
Broadway Cabaret featuring Joe 
Nolan and Samantha Sostorich 
accompanied by Tom Reifenberg 
singing many of the most recent Tony 
Award winning songs.

And our most popular event of the 
season was “Four Guyz in Dinner 
Jackets” who gave very entertaining 
renditions of many of the 1950’s and 
60’s hits.

Barefoot in the Park

We did a Dramatic Reading of 
the play “Art” by Yasmina Reza, 
translated by Christopher Hampton, 
directed by Jeff rey James Ircink. on 
August 12th and 13th.  This play won 
awards in1998 for Best Play and in 
1996 for Best Comedy

“Barefoot in the Park,” the very 
popular Neil Simon play, directed 
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The SummerStage Board of Directors 
has developed a long range plan 
for adding capital improvements 
to the SummerStage venue in 
order to greatly enhance the 
overall experience for our patrons, 
performance groups, volunteers and 
all the friends of SummerStage and 
Lapham Peak State Park.  

2011 Improvements
In 2011 we rebuilt our stage 
expanding it by 40%, and built it 
with durable and long-lasting PVC 
decking material.  We also added a 
storage shed near the concession 
stand to hold rental chairs and tables, 
concession stand items, and other 
equipment.    After the season ended 
we added a storage shed behind the 
backstage room to store costumes, 
sets, props, and other items needed 
for running and maintaining the 
venue.

We Continue to Improve the SummerStage Venue

We add capital improvements annually in order to improve our 
patrons’, performers’, donors’, and volunteers’ overall experience.

Watch us Grow 

Picnickers Enjoying Our Covered Picnic Area

Capital Improvements for 2011 and 2012
SummerStage continues to improve our patrons’ and performers’ overall experience

Rendering of Proposed New Roof  (Design Provided by Jendusa Design and Engineering)
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2012 Plans
Our 2012 plans include the following 
in priority order:
• Roof over the stage
• New sound system
• New lighting capabilities
• Admissions gazebo
• Landscaped pathway from 

admissions to audience area

Capital Funding Donors Needed
We are looking for capital funding 
donors to match the $25,000 
donation from Good Harvest 
Market to help pay for these 
improvements. Major sponsors 
will have their company/ name 
permanently associated with the 
capital improvement.  See the 
current SummerStage wish list on 

our website at:  www.Summer-Stage.
org/capital_fund.html.

We are also looking for help funding 
our transport cart to carry our elderly 
and handicapped patrons to and 
from the stage

Transport Cart Dropping off Patrons



NEWSLETTER

Board Members

Stephen Davis - Dousman
    President
Jack Congleton-  Brookfi eld
     Vice-President
Monica Dannenfelser - Delafi eld
    Treasurer
Nicole Miller - Waukesha
    Secretary
James Allen - Delafi eld
Mary Pat Halaska - Waukesha
Joe Nolan - Delafi eld
Pam MacArthur - Wales
Diane Powell - Delafi eld
Ed Sarna - Dousman
Bob Transon - Delafi eld
Leah Teske - Pewaukee
    Executive Director

Advisory Board 

Abby Lorenz - Oconomowoc
Stan Markus - Oconomowoc
Paul Sandgren - Delafi eld
Jack Weissgerber - Delafi eld

Donors:

$5000 & Up
Good Harvest Market

$1000-$5000
The Greater Delafi eld Community Fund
Irish Fest Foundation
David Keopp
Kettle Moraine Garden Club
Marilyn Nelsen
In Gratitude to Jeff  Spence
Walmart

$500-$999
Susan & James Allen
Gregg Brock
Marti & Steve Davis
Delafi eld-Summit Lions Club
Dave & Kristi Kilpatrick
Pedal’rs Inn Bed & Breakfast

$200 - $499
Janice & Cliff ord Brooks
Virginia Brown
Pam MacArthur
G-Brock Auto
Sara & Ed Sarna
In Honor of Sydney Burnett
In Memory of Merle Teske

$100 - $199
Lynn Morrison & Barbara Althous
Jim Bauer
Kathleen & Jack Congleton

SummerStage
Mission

Welcome to SummerStage

SummerStage is an outdoor 
stage created in a natural 
setting for the performing arts 
located in beautiful Lapham 
Peak State Park, Summer Stage 
off ers a unique venue for music, 
theater, comedy, and dance 
in the heart of Lake Country, 
Wisconsin. 

The stage is used to showcase 
local area talent and to help 
other non-profi ts fundraise and 
promote their mission.

Other non-profi ts that held  
fundraisers at SummerStage included, 
AngelsGrace Hospice, Lake Area Free 
Clinic, Friends of Lapham Peak, and 
Lynn’s  Legacy of Hope.

3Linda & Peter Geiss
Mary Pat Halaska
Germaine Hillmer
Carolyn Joyce
Risa Kuhlman
George & Bonnie Morris
Doris Murphy
Diane & David Powell
In Honor of Diane Powell
Patricia & Dewey Schiele
Charles & Mary Sue Schierek
Mary & Phillip Schuman
Bruce & Mary Anne Zupan

Up To $99
Donald Bradley
Matthew & Julie Carlson
Nicky D’Attilio
Pat & Joe Deklotz
Roger Frick
Jerry & Becky Gapinski
Louise Hermson
James Hobin
Mark & Mary Hollister
In Memory of Jan Krasfur
In honor of Gus LePien
Phyllis Lardinos
Caryl McAllister
Sheila Nolte
Cate Rahmlow
Mary Schwartz

Partners:
Accurate Graphics
Bicycle Doctor
Books & Company-Oconomowoc
The Coff ee Vault Cafe 
Craig Berns Salon Spa
The Delafi eld Hotel
Four Summits Web Services
Fred Astaire Dance Studio—Wales
G-Brock’s Auto Repair
The Great Coff ee Place
ISB Community Bank
Jendusa Engineering & Design
K-2 Structures
Lad Lake
Hooked Up 101 Fishing School
MacArthur Promotions
Mary Kay—- Monica Dannenfelser
Milwaukee Street Traders
Movement Center Pewaukee
MPC Enterprises
Next Act Theatre
Noodles & Company
Nu Attitude Salon
Olympia Resort
Pedal’rs Inn Bed & Breakfast
Polish Center Wisconsin
PRP Wine International
Revere’s Tavern
Rira Irish Band
Rocky Mountain Chocolate Co.
Seven Seas Restaurant
Silver Spring Golf Club
Splendor Gifts
Ten Chimneys
Textura Fiber Arts
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Thanks to Our  Board Members, Donors, Sponsors and Partners
Three Pillars—Hickory Suites
Town Bank 
Wern Valley Sportsmans Club
Whale-Tales Archery
Young Creative

A special thanks to our volunteers, Lad Lake, 
David Powell (carpenter extraordinaire), the 
DNR, Paul Sandgren and the Staff  at Kettle 
Moraine State Forest—Lapham Peak Unit.



Support SummerStage
Attend Our Annual 2012 “Break-a-Leg” Gala
The Theme for this Year’s Fundraiser is “Rock Around 

the Clock, A Look Back to the 50’s and 60’s”

SummerStage is having its winter
fundraiser on Thursday February
16th, 2012. It will be held at the
Seven Seas Restaurant in the main
ballroom. The theme for this
year’s event is “Rock Around the 
Clock, a Look Back to the 50’s 
and 60’s.  There will be singing 
of songs by performers with 
audience participation.  We will 
have great raffle and auction 
prizes and a “ton of fun.” 
Also, anyone who brings non-
perishable food item(s) will 
receive a complimentary raffle 
ticket(s). All food received will 
be donated to the local Food 
Pantries.

Ticket price includes:

• Dinner
• Hors d’oeuvres, 
• Cocktails, (cash bar)
• Raffle and auction prizes.
• Singing by SummerStage 

ensemble members
We will also unveil our season 
schedule and capital funding plans 
for 2012.

Ticket Prices:

$60 per person
$480 corporate Table (8)

Schedule:

• 5:30-7:00PM - hors d’oeuvres, 
cocktails, cash bar

• 7:00-8:00 - Dinner, 

• 7:45-8:00PM - Presentation
• 8:00-9:00 - Music performance
• 9:15PM - Raffle Prize Drawings
For more information and to
order tickets, go to our website
at www.Summer-Stage.org.

We are currently soliciting for raffle 
and auction prize donations for the 
fundraiser.  What a great way to help 
SummerStage and promote your 
business.


